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BUTTON.

WHEN I was in France, the Marquis de Chastellux carried me to
Buffon's residence in the country, and introduced me to Mm. It was
Buffon's practice to remain in Ms study until dinner-time, and receive
no visitors under any pretence; but his house was open, and his
grounds, and a servant showed them very civilly, and invited all, stran-
gers and friends, to remain and dine. We saw Buffon in the garden,
but carefully avoided Mm; but we dined with him, and he proved
himself then, as he always did, a man of extraordinary powers in con-
versation. He did not declaim; he was singularly agreeable. I was
introduced to him as Mr. Jefferson, who, in some notes on Virginia,,
had combated some of his opinions. Instead of entering into an ar-
gument, he took down Ms last work, presented it to me, and said,
" When Mr. Jefferson shall have read this, he will be perfectly satis-
fied that I am right." Being about to embark from Philadelphia
for France, I had observed an uncommonly large skin of a panther, at
the door of a hatter's shop. I bought it for half a Jo1 on the spot,
determining to carry it to Europe, to convince M. Buffon of Ms mis-
take in relation to tMs animal,-which he had confounded with the
cougar. I sent Mm the slan, -with a note. He acknowledged Ms
mistake, and said he would correct it in Ms next volume. I at-
tempted also to convince him of Ms error in relation to the common
deer and the moose of America, he having confounded our deer with
the red deer of Europe, and our moose with the reindeer. I told him
our deer had horns two feet long; he replied, with warmth, that if I
could produce a single specimen with horns one foot long, he would
give up the question. Upon this I wrote to "Virginia for the horns
of one of our deer, and obtained a very good specimen, four feet
long. I told him, also, that the reindeer could walk under the belly
of our moose, but he entirely scouted the suggestion. Whereupon,
I wrote to General Sullivan, of New Hampshire, and desired him to
send me the bones, skin, and antlers of a moose, supposing they could
easily be obtained by him. Sis months afterward, my agent in Eng-
land advised me that General Sullivan had drawn on him for forty
guineas. I had forgotten my request, and wondered why such a
draught had been made, but I paid it at once. A little later, came
a letter from General Sullivan, setting forth the manner in which he
had complied with my request; that he had been obliged to raise
a company of nearly twenty men; had made an excursion toward
the WMte Hills, camping out many nights; and had at last, after

1 Jo is a Portuguese coin of eight dollars, common in this country at one period.